REPORT TO SHASTA COUNTY RTPA

MEETING ITEM
SUBJECT DATE NUMBER
Consider 2010/11 Transit Needs Assessment and Conduct 2010/11 2/23/2010 6

Unmet Transit Needs Hearing

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Board:

1. Consider the 2010/11 Transit Needs Assessment (TNA) that discusses transit needs and
performance within Shasta County;

2. Hold a public hearing and take testimony on unmet transit needs in Shasta County;

3. Direct staff to present the information generated from today’s hearing to the Soclal Services
Transportation Advisory Council {SSTAC) for formulation of their recommendation; and

4. Direct staff to prepare written responses to comments, transit funding, and recommendations for
final Board action at the April 27, 2010, RTPA meeting,

SUMMARY
The RTPA distributes Transportation Development Act {TDA) funds for public transportation and other uses.
The unmet transit needs process is conducted annually prior to making TDA allocations.

DISCUSSION

TDA Funding and Allocations

TDA funds consist of two funding sources: 1) the Local Transportation Fund (LTF), derived from one-quarter
cent of the general sales tax collected statewide; and 2) State Transit Assistance (STA), derived from a
portion of the statewide sales tax on gasoline and diesel fuel. Sales tax revenue collected in each county is
returned to RTPA’s to fund transportation programs in the following order:

TDA administration;

Up to 2% for pedestrian and bicycle facilities (optional);
Up to 5% for community transit services;

Public transportation; and

Other eligible uses.

Ll

Prior to making TDA allocations, the RTPA performs an assessment of existing TDA-funded transit services
and the feasibility of expanding these or other services. TDA-funded transit services in Shasta County are:
the Redding Area Bus Authority (RABA), providing fixed-route and complimentary paratransit service; and
the Consolidated Transportation Services Agency (CTSA), providing specialized transit service through
Shasta Senior Nutrition Programs. A public hearing is held to determine if there are any “unmet transit
needs” that are “reasonable to meet” consistent with TDA law.

By RTPA resolution 00-21, an "unmet transit need" must be for a defined population group and necessary
for the maintenance of life, health, or physical and mental well-being. When funding is available, new or
expanded transit services can be required under TDA statutes if the RTPA determines that they are
“reasonable to meet.” Primary and secondary school transportation and services out of the County are not
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State Budget and Economic Recession Impacts

STA funds are suspended by the Governor and proposed for elimination. LTF revenue received through
December 31, 2009, is $210,000 less than budgeted. Claims for streets and roads are postponed until
funds are available.

To alleviate operating revenue shortfalls, RABA has increased Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funds for
operating assistance to the maximum amount allowable. The RTPA is using more state planning funds
instead of TDA funds for administrative purposes. Additionally, Shasta County’s allocation for American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) transit funds was nearly $2 million, of which $200,000 can be used
for paratransit operations. Due to these measures there will be adequate RTPA funds to continue
distributing 2009/10 allocations for public transportation despite state cuts.

The City of Redding may be approaching a point where TDA revenue is no longer able to sustain the current
level of transit provided in Redding. The RTPA continues to monitor funding levels monthly in order to
provide funds for RABA to continue the current level of service within each jurisdiction.

Public Hearing
A public hearing is needed to take testimony from citizens and interested agencies. Advertisements began
on January 08, 2010 by the following methods:

Unmet Needs Hearing flyers emailed to social service providers for distribution to clients.
Flyers placed in RABA fixed-route and demand-response vehicles.

Legal and display ads placed in local newspapers.

Notice of Unmet Needs Hearing posted on RABA and the RTPA websites.

The comment period will extend to February 26, 2010.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT )
The 2010/11 TNA was developed in consultation with the SSTAC, CTSA, and RABA. The Technical Advisory
Committee (TAC) concurs with the staff recommendation.

FINANCING
This Board review, and approval of findings in April, will provide the 2010/11 budget for annual TDA claims
by the various jurisdictions.

O _

Daniel S. Little, AICP, Executive Director
DSL/SLC/jac

Attachments: Draft 2010/11 TNA (can be found at www.ScCrtpa.org))
Power Point Presentation
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