STAFF REPORT

MEETING DATE: 6/25/13
SUBJECT: Progress Report on the 2015 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)
AGENDA ITEM: 9

STAFF CONTACT: Daniel Wayne

SUMMARY: E

The Shasta Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) is updated every fifth year in conformance with
state and federal law and as a prerequisite to state and federal transportation funding. In
preparation for the 2015 RTP, staff will discuss the planning process, scope of work, and the
inclusion of board priorities.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
It is recommended that the board of directors receive a presentation regarding the 2015 RTP
scope of work and anticipated schedule.

DISCUSSION:

Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPQOs) and Regional Transportation Planning Agencies
{RTPAs} are required by federal and state law to develop and adopt a compliant RTP before
receiving federal and state transportation funding. The Shasta RTP is developed by SRTA in
concert with its member agencies, the general public, and funding partners.

The RTP is a comprehensive, 20+ year vision of a balanced, multimodal transportation system for
the region. The RTP establishes regional goals; identifies present and future needs, deficiencies
and constraints; discusses potential solutions; estimates available funding; and proposes specific
investments. The RTP includes a comprehensive list of transportation needs from which
transportation improvement programs are prepared for funding.

The Shasta RTP must be updated every five years. Beginning with the 2015 planning cycle, the
impact of land use and regional development patterns on vehicle miles traveled and associated
emissions must be considered. More specifically, SRTA must prepare a Sustainable Communities
Strategy (SCS) demonstrating how the region intends to meet its California Air Resources Board
assigned target of 0% increase in per capita greenhouse gas emissions from automobiles and light
trucks between 2005 and 2020. Although each region is responsible for the content and strategies
found in its SCS, state law charges the California Air Resources Board with reviewing and approving
the validity of the plan’s underlying technical methodology.
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Steps during the regional planning process include:

Develop a long-term (20 year) visioning framework — References include the most recently

adopted RTP; local general plans; economic development plans; and the
ShastaFORWARD>> Regional Blueprint with accompanying community values and priorities
assessment. Results from a board of directors priority-setting workshop (tentatively
scheduled for October) will also be incorporated.

Assess existing conditions — Data obtained via the Highway Performance Monitoring

System, local and state traffic counts, and intelligent transportation systems infrastructure
are utilized to assess the current physical condition and utilization of the transportation
network.

Forecast future population and employment growth — The agency’s travel demand model
satisfies the technical capabilities required for forecasting future travel demand. Data from
the California Department of Finance and other accepted sources are utilized after
validation by local agencies.

Assess projected land uses in the region and identify major growth corridors — The agency
coordinates with its member agencies in identifying new and prospective development and
analyzing its impacts on the regional transportation network via travel demand modeling.

|dentify and analyze alternative transportation improvement strategies — At least two

alternative transportation investment scenarios are identified for each RTP cycle, including
a ‘no-build’/zero investment alternative.

Update RTP goals, obhjectives, policies, and actions — Based on the selected huild alternative
and priorities provided by the hoard of directors, goals are prepared and translated into
measurable outcomes and activities that implement the regional vision.

Estimate the impact of the transportation system on air quality within the region — Travel
demand model post-processing is utilized to quantify future vehicle emission levels,
including greenhouse gas emissions.

Develop a financial plan that covers transportation system maintenance, system

preservation, and new capital investments — Transportation improvements are prioritized

and pared down to a fiscally-constrained project list based on anticipated funding levels.

Development and application of performance measures — Locally relevant metrics based on

the priorities of respective funding partners are utilized to quantify the effectiveness of the
RTP in meeting stated objectives.

Analyze environmental impacts — An environmental impact report is prepared in
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act. Local projects may reference
the report rather than undergo their own project level analysis if consistent with the
overarching plan {also known as tiering).
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ALTERNATIVES:
The board of directors may discuss and provide further direction to staff for inclusion in the
upcoming board priority-setting session and/or RTP planning process.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

Caltrans, the cities and county, and Redding Area Bus Authority are integral partners in the
formation of the RTP and its various elements. The RTP is reviewed and accepted by federal
funding partners (Federal Highways Administration and Federal Transit Administration), state
funding partners (Caltrans), and resource agencies (such as California Air Resources Board).

FINANCING:

With exception of the RTP environmental impact report (see agenda item 5-5, proposed
consultant contract), the RTP is completed in-house by staff and budgeted in the Overall Work
Program under Work Element 701.01 ($93,640.70). To be eligible for federal or state funds,
transportation projects in the region must be included in an up-to-date RTP that conforms to
applicable laws.

"Little, AICP, Executive Director

Attachments: Scope and Schedule for Development of the RTP
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