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By ‘game-changer value’, we mean big-ticket projects that transform a community, versus tho_se that are
incremental in nature and likely to occur with or without AHSC Program funds. To gauge this value, it should
be possible to measure a proposed project’s relative density, floor-area ratio, mqbi[itv_—énha'n_ci_ng amenities,
and green design features in comparison to what is currently found in the larger bb_mm_unfty dr;re_gio_n m which
the project resides. And by ‘catalyst potential’, we mean the presence of vacant and :underutilized _partels in
the surrounding area, alignment with local and regional transportation investments, and a markedly higher
growth rate for the project area in the adopted Regiona! Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy. SRTA would be happy to work with the SGC and other MPOs to flesh out the specific evaluation
criteria and methodology.

During the FY 2014/15 AHSC Program grant cycle, only two rural projects were selected for funding.
Additional funds should be directed to small- and medium-sized MPOs regions; however, these need not be
token projects for the sake of regional funding parity. Changes to the RIPA as described above, combined
with suggestions for enhanced MPO engagement described below, will enable small- and medium-sized MPOs
to play a more substantial and meaningful role in achieving statewide goals for the reduction of greenhouse
gas emission,

Comments Regarding Options for MPQO Engagement and Input:
The following comments correspond to the four categories described in the SGC’s September 17, 2015,
memorandum:

e Regional/lLoca! Capacity Building — The type and quality of projects needed to meet AHSC program
goals can take years to prepare for capital grants. Identifying candidate projects and shaping the
scope of transportation and land use components are within the wheelhouse of regional agencies to
accomplish, We are presently developing a pipeline of competitive projects for future grant cycles
and will continue to play this role moving forward.

SRTA and local developers are hampered, however, by a lack of knowledge and experlence in
assembling gap financing (i.e. the various financing tools and incentives such as tax credit financing,
bonds, impact fee deferment, housing funds, and so forth) required for a large development project
to pencil-out financially — even with AHSC Program funds. Capacity building in the form of technical
training for the region’s development and real estate financing professionals would help bridge the
gap between a great idea and a grant-ready project. SRTA would be happy 10 coordinate with the
local builders’ exchange, lenders, and other partners if the SGC is able to coordinate with Housing and
Community Development {(HCD) and/or other experts to organize a technical assistance workshop in
Shasta County.

¢ Qutreach and information Sharing — While the SGC’s extensive outreach efforts have elevated AHSC
program awareness, we have found that qualified and motivated applicants are intimidated by the
complex program guidelines once they dig Into them. Regional agencies are adept in translating
complex programs and policies Into famillar terms and extracting germane details for decision
malers, regional partners, and the general public. Even so, given the wide range and combination of
eligible activities, we believe that project-specific consuitation with the SGC during the initial scoping
of grant applications is essential.
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November 13, 2015

Mr. Daniel S. Little

Executive Director

Shasta Regional Transportation Agency
1255 East Street, Suite 202

Redding, California 96001

Dear Mr. Little:

Congratulations on the Shasta Regional Transportation Agency’s (SRTA) adoption of
the region’s first Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS). The Air Resources Board
(ARB) recognizes that this SCS represents many years of effort. We appreciate
SRTA’s work to advance the sustalnablllty of transportation and Iand use planning in
Shasta County.

In accordance with the Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act of 2008,
please find the enclosed Board Resolution Number 15-45. This Board Resolution
accepts the determination by SRTA that its 2015 Regional Transportation
Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy would, if implemented, meet the 2020 and 2035
regional greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets established by ARB.

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact Ms. Jennifer Gray,
Air Pollution Specialist, at (916) 327-0027, or by email at jennifer.gray@arb.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

A]&lrdw Cotby K_J/ V
Executwe Officer

EnCIosure

cc. See next page. |

The energy challenge fecing Californja is real. Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption,
For a list of simple ways you cen reduce demand and cut your energy costs, see our website: htip:/fwww.arb.ca.gov.

California Environmental Protection Agency
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cc:  The Honorable Missy McArthur, Chair
- Shasta Regional Transportation Agency
1255 East Street, Suite 202
Redding, California 96001

Ms. Karen Magliano, Chief
Air Quality Planning and Science Division

Ms. Jennifer Gray
Air Pollution Specialist
‘Air Quality Planning and Science Division



State of Californ r'a
CAIR RESOURCES BOARD

ACCEPTANCE OF THE GREENHOUSE GAS QUANTIFICATION
- DETERMINATION FOR SHASTA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCY’S
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLANISUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STRATEGY

Resolution 15-45

October 22, 2015 _ ‘
Agenda ltem No.> 15-8-1

WHEREAS, SB 375 (Steinberg, Chapter 728, Statutes of 2008), also known as the
Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act, aims to reduce greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions from passenger vehicle travel through improved transportatron and
land use planning at the regional scale; -

WHEREAS, SB 375 requires each of the State's 18 federally-designated Metropolitan
Planning Organizations (MPO), including the Shasta Regional Transportation Agency
(SRTA), to develop a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS), or an Alternative
Planning Strategy that meets the regional GHG emissions reduction targets for
passenger vehicles set by the Air Resourcee Board (ARB or Board):

" WHEREAS, on September 23 2010 the Board set GHG emissions reductron targets
for 2020 and 2035, expressed as a per capita percentage reduction reIatrve to 2005
levels, foreach of the State's MPOs; A ,

WHEREAS, the targets set for the SRTA regton are a zero (0) percent decrease in 2020
and in 2035 relative to 2005 levels;

_WHEREAS SRTA staff engaged the publrc by providing presentations, updates and '
holding public hearrngs between February 2014 and June 201o

WHEREAS in March 2015, SRTA publrshed a draft Regional Transportation
PEan/SustarnabIe Communrtres Strategy (RTP/SCS) for 2015-2035 which was available
for public review for 61 days; _

WHEREAS, on June 30, 2015, the SRTA Boaid of Directors approved the final
RTP/SCS for 2015-2035 and SRTA Board Resolution 15-10 determined that the SCS, if
imptemented, would meet the targets set by ARB;

WHEREAS, as required by California Government Code section B5080(b)(2)(J)(ii);
SRTA submitted the final SCS to ARB on September 16, 2015, for review of its GHG
emrssrons quantrfrcatlon determination;
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WHEREAS, California Government Code section 65080(b)(2)}(J)ii) calls for ARB to
accept or rejectan MPO's determination that its approved SCS would, if implemented,
achieve the GHG emissions reduction targets established by the Board;

WHEREAS, ARB staff performed a technical evaluation of the approved 2015 SCS
using ARB's methodology, published in July 2011, for review of GHG emissions
quantification procedures for an SCS; |

WHEREAS, ARB staff's evaluation found that SRTA used technical methodologies that
would reasonably quantify GHG emissions reductions from the approved SCS;

WHEREAS, ARB staff's technical evaluation of SRTA's GHG emissions reduction
quantification is contained in Attachment A, "Technical Evaluation of the Greenhouse
Gas Emissions Reduction Quantification for the Shasta Regional Transportation
Agency’s SB 375 Sustainable Communities Strategy," dated October 2015; and

WHEREAS, ARB staff's evaluation affirms that SRTA's a‘pp'rc')ved 2015-2035 SCS
would, if implemented, achieve the GHG emissions reduction targets set by the Board
for the region for 2020 and 2035. : :

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that under California Government Code
section B5080(b)(2)(J)(ii), the Board accepts SRTA's quantification of the GHG
emissions reductions from the final SCS approved by the SRTA Board of Directors on
June 30, 2015 and accepts the MPO's determination that the SCS would, if
implemented, achieve the region’s GHG emissions reduction targets.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that ARB staff forward this resolution to the
SRTA Board of Directors and Executive Director. '

| hereby certify that the above is a‘true
and correct copy of Resolution 15-45 as
adopted by the Air Resources Board.

Tracy Jensefi, Clerk of the Board




Resolution 15-45

Octoher 22, 2015

Identification of Attachments to the Board Resolution -

Attachment A: Technical Evaluation of the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction
Quantification for the Shasta Regional Transportation Agency’s SB 375
Sustainable Communities Strategy, released QOctober 2015.









