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The following regional planning priorities are presented for review and discussion prior to the
drafting of FY 2016/17 OWP work elements:

Sustainable Development Program — Cultivate public-private partnerships to compete for
capital funding opportunities, focusing on: 1) infill and redevelopment projects that add
housing and jobs within Strategic Growth Areas and 2) joint economic development initiatives
that enhance the utilization of existing transportation systems and avoid or minimize adverse
environmental impacts.

Performance Measures — Maintain and strategically develop transportation data, travel
demand modeling, and spatial analysis capabilities needed for greenhouse gas emissions
target setting, tracking progress toward 2015 RTP objectives, demonstrating compliance with
state and federal regulations, and substantiating state and federal transportation investment
within the region.

Active Transportation — Prepare an overarching regional active transportation plan to guide
implementation of the 2015 RTP. Additional near-term focus areas include: 1) developing
design guidelines for the next generation of Class | and IV bikeways; and 2} developing a
pipeline of grant-ready active transportation projects located within or directly serving
Strategic Growth Areas.

Goods and Freight Movement — Develop a goods and freight movement program that targets
current and anticipated funding opportunities. Initial focus areas include the development of:
1) ‘Strategic Freight Area’ planning, policy, and programs; and 2} joint economic development
initiatives that would henefit from enhanced transportation infrastructure, services,
technologies, and policies. Further development of this new work element will be explored in
consultation with Caltrans and community partners.

Alternative Fuels Vehicle Infrastructure Planning — Build upon the findings of the Upstate
Region Plug-in Electric Vehicle (PEV) Readiness Plan by creating a local program of projects for
charging stations and capital grant funding. In addition, develop opportunities to: 1) integrate
PEV infrastructure into new development projects; and 2) electrify commercial and public
fleets where technology supports vehicle drive cycles.

Interregional and Intermodal Connections — Develop a fluid and seamless network of multi-
modal infrastructure and services in coordination with local agency partners. Focus areas
include: 1) linking active transportation facilities to transit centers and 2} expanding
interregional travel options to large urban services, amenities, and airports.

Enhanced Delivery of Public Transportation — Support communication and coordination
bhetween the region’s public transportation service providers. Focus areas include: 1) the
collection of public transportation data for performance measures; and 2} the development of
a comprehensive public transportation funding strategy.












California Planning Emphasis Areas
For Program Year 2017

Planning emphasis areas (PEAs) are policy, procedural and technical topics that should
be considered by Federal planning fund recipients when preparing work programs for
metropolitan and statewide planning and research assistance programs.

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) California Division and Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) Region [X have determined that the areas of emphasis for
California’s transportation planning and air quality program for the Overall Work
Programs for Program Year 2017 are:

« Core Planning Functions

¢ Performance Management
» State of Good Repair

Core Planning Functions

MPOs are reminded that their Overall Work Programs (OWP)} must identify the Core
Planning Functions and what work will be done during the program year to advance
those functions. The Core Functions typically include:

Overall Work Program

Public Participation and Education

Regional Transportation Plan

Federal Transportation Improvement Program
Congestion Management Process (required for TMAS)
Annual Listing of Projects

The Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21 Century (MAP-21) legislation provided
metropolitan transportation planning program funding for the integration of
transportation planning processes in the MPA (i.e. rail, airports, seaports, intermodal
facilities, public highways and transit, bicycle and pedestrian, etc.) into a unified
metropolitan transportation planning process, culminating in the preparation of a
multimodal transportation plan for the MPA. The FHWA and FTA request that all
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) review the Overall Work Plan (OWP}
development process to ensure all activities and products mandated by the metropolitan
transportation planning regulations in 23 CFR 450 are a priority for FHWA and FTA
combined planning grant funding available to the region. The MPO OWP work
elements and subsequent work tasks must be developed in sufficient detail (i.e. activity
description, products, schedule, cost, etc.) to clearly explain the purpose and results of
the work to be accomplished, including how they support the Federal transportation
planning process (see 23 CFR 420.111 for documentation requirements for FHWA
Planning funds).






are expected to regularly coordinate with transit operators to evaluate current
information on the state of transit assets; to understand the transit operators transit
asset management plans; and to ensure that the transit operators are continually
providing transit asset information to support the MPO planning process.



