Freeway widening
plan gets appmvai

HIGHWAY 60: County
transportation officials
will depend on developer
fees to fund the projéct;
BY BRADLEY WEAVER -
THE PRESS- NTERPAISE

Faced with diminishing state
highway funds, regional trans-
portation leaders approved a
plan Wednesday that relies on
developer fees to pay for a
Highway 60 project that is in
jeopardy.

The Riverside County Trans-
portation Commission will tap
developers for $13 million to
begin a’  f{reeway-widening
projeci between the Riverside-
San Bernarding county line just
west of Interstate 15 and Valley
Way in Rubidoux. .

The job will add a carpool
Iane and mixed-flow lane to
each side of the freeway along
that seven-mile strefch north-
west of Riverside.

The project was approved
for stateé money earlier this
year, bul budget cuts threat-
ened to throw the project off
schedule.

Transportation  officials
agreed Wednesday to use the
so-called Transportation Uni-
form Mitigation Fee, or TUMF,
to pay for the project.

Riverside County implement-
ed the fee last year to make
newcomers pay their share of
the cost (o build new roads The
fee is expected to raise
$2 6 billion over the next 20
years.

Without the TUMF money,
the Highway 60 preject would
have faced a delay of two to four
years. Now, construction can
begin by next fall, commission
director Eric Haley said.

"If we miss this window of
opportunity, we'll bd- at the
mercy of state budgel issues
and unlcnown programming de-

I}arpool and
mixed lanes
planned

THE PRESS-ERTERPISE
lays,” Haley said. “We didn’t
want to be in this position today

.. butthe state funding drought
contmues "

The magmtude of the: jOb
can’t be underestimated, com-
mittee member§'said As many
as 140,000 vehicles use that
stretch of freeway each day
and by 2020, daily traffic is
predicted to jump to 205 O{)O
vehicles.

The state-approved {unds at-
tached to the Highway 60
project will be shilted instead to
a much-larger job of improving
the intersectitii of Highway G0
and Interstate 215 just west of
Mereno Valley.

Depending on when those
funds are allocated, that
project could get under way
within three years and cost at
feast $40 million

That's good news (o commis-
sion member and Desert Hot
Springs City Councilman Hank
Hohenstein, who said improve-
ments are sorely needed at that
congested interchange.

“This is like a gift from heav-
en,” he said, “We all know how
bad that freeway is getfing
Without this maneuver the
project in Moreno Valley would
be put off for a de.ade

Reach Bradiey Weaver at (951) 368-9519
or bweaver@pe com
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Road wi

ahforma transportatzon spendmg has ground
to. a halt, and so will California drivers unless
they find. local ioney to I(eep thelr roads

functlonal

This month ‘the state
sfalle.d spendmg on-transpot-
‘tation pro;ects lmtll at least
Décember. That deldys plans
for Inlandroad woik,including
‘& new carpool lane
;along Highway 60
“and téconstruction
- "of thé Greén River
‘PBridge in Corona.

Itis longstanding
practu:e for "local
transportatxon dol-

Here's how
ridiculous it's
become; State
road funding

réplace transportation money
filched by legislators.
Shouldn't California have a
better plan for renovating its
h:ghways than hoping voters

ments on casings?

: No wonder about a
dozen-transportation
sales-tax 'measures
appear on thé Nov. 2
hallot across Califor-

Jars tprhelp 1 . nia, inéluding Mea-
ages stgte fogd?rrsrrl- hlﬂgBS on thB 3131’& éln Stﬂn\lzleﬁnar,
ino Coun ithout
%’;hrorﬁgtmgﬁﬁ dereat Of tWO the money {hese half-
percent taxes gener-
?ﬁ,’gﬁf‘gfgfﬁbﬁgﬁﬁ gamblfﬂg ate, local govern-
Lo ] measires i’ ments would fave
may'provide theon-
iy el Teft for road Novemher. the traffic demands
“fmprovements. ’ of a growmg econe-

. In recent years, the gnver
mar and Leégislature have found
4t easier to raid. transpm Lation
furids than eonfront the un-
.eiérlymg fiaws. in “the gtate

buidget. ‘A 4 result, Cahfomaa:

~foesa't have enough money to
" advance fhe road prcuects it
: Mfanl:s and needs.,
Here’s how! rxdmulous it’s
become- State road funding
}unges ‘onn. the defeat of two

- gambling” measures on. {hé
Nov. 2 ballot. The initiatives

‘would overturix gambling com-
pacts.with five tribes that have
pledged $1 2 bﬂhon in bonds lo

my and populatjon.’
Anyone who drives knows

don’t nuHify agree-

this state can't thrive withouta. ;

transportatlon .network that
can handle Hs commerce and
mmmutmg Absent sweeping
changes in the state’s hidget
or habits, Califernians are on
their ‘'own when it comes to
helping traffic flow freely.
They can deperid on them-
selves — as Riverside County

voters have done, and San
Bernardino County voters can

do on Nov. 2 — or they can
depend the whims of state
budget writers.
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Chamber on

Top

of Transportation Topics

RCTC's Eric Haley Briefed
EDC on Interchange, 91

i Alternatives

by LAURA L. KLURE
. Feature Writer
Transportation issues continue to be one of
the top wems of interest to Greater Riverside
Chamber members, Riverside County Trans-
pereation. Commission (RCTC) Executive
Director Eeic Haley recently bricfed the Cham-
ber's Economic Development Committee on
the seace’s fiseal challenges, work on che
60/91/215 Interchange, and the possibilities
for an aternative to :Ec 2t Frecway.
" Hakey said that thanks to Riverside County
voters, local funds have been available to con-

tinue work on sumcfro;':cu thar otherwise
ue to the lack of state

would be scrapped,
and federal I'u"ng& 3

Transportation. ..
Contipudd from Page 1

term action by the lcFisl:mm: to reduce the
gap in wansportation funding.
Steel, Concrete Among
Interchange Problems

Chamber members were very graeful for
fecenz announcements thas work is resuming
an the 50/91/215 Interchange. “Its very im-
portant that we get this knterchange done and
functioning smoothly as soon as possible.”
satd Chamber Presidenr Cindy Roth.

A shore delay in work occucred in February
during 2 disputc between the primary con-
tractbr, Washingron-Obayashi, 3nd Caltrads.
Roth. said it was not so important o deter-
mine who was wrbng, as &t was to get the
work started again
.. Haley said construction costs were part of

_the problem. “The facts are that steel has
‘gonc thm%}g]i the roof Conerete costs are alss
up,” he said,

Rodi and other Chamber lesders made
nrany contaces wish legislators and trans-
portation representatives, urging that work
on the lntcrcll’langc should resume. Assembly-
member John Benoit {R-Palm Diesert) was
among those who assisted with negotiations
between ‘the two sides Prople invelved
expressed selief that an apreement was
reached and work is resuming. bue the rerms
were not yet made public Some distupiion of
the work had also accurred dus to the weather,

Haley said the Interchange is the most sig-
nificant project onpoing in Southers Cali-
fornia. and is the second lasgest in the state,
Narrowiip Choices for Route to OC

Develop. i an aernative route 1o Orange
County is an cxremcly challenging issue,
Haley said, Seudies arc continuing this year,
with the aim of rarrowing choices down
one of two corridor altesnatives by December

The state and federal povernments are
denying us our statutory funding, he said
Statewide, the un-funded transportarion loss-
es are about $5.5 billios.

“There’s been a real sea-change in how
things are funded,” Haley said. In the past 15
years, the percentage of federal and state fund-
ZF on highway projects has dropped dramari-

h

y in Riverside County, from an aggregate of

about 98 percent in 1988, to Jess than 33 per-
cent today, He said that 67 pereent of wans-
portation funding is now locally penersred.

“The citizens of the county have stepped
up, in the hope of accelerating the improve-
mens w transportation,” he said

With the recent wet weather, Prop. 42
funds are especially nesded w fix potrmfcs
Haley said she coad conditions are gerting
worse every moring. Fhe situation has
developed under the administration of the

past two governors, and ke docs not see near-

See Trensporearion an page 10

“That's whea all the real intense fun wil}
begin," he quipped. Haley said that in both
counties, each c¢ity has an opinion about
which eption they lilke best. based on cheir
differing prioritics

Some have suggesied widening the capacity
of she existing 91 Freewny, but he said the space
available may be too limited Berween the
Nationzt Forest and the Santa Ana River.
there are a lot of environmental issues with
which to deal. ]

Various routes over the mousnains and a
tunned through the mountains have been sup-

ested. The new route will likely be parcialy
unded through tolls, he indicated, and the
financial interests of existing toll road opera-
tors add complexity to the mix.

“Is will be one of America’s most difficult,
and 1 hope not most cantroversial prajects,”
he said.

Haley said Riverside County has long-term,
secure funding, and Orange County needs ro
came up with its share. “Our Orange County
friends are going 1o need to extend their sales
sax, their Measure M,” he said

Some Chamber members supgessied that
bringing more jobs to Riverside County will
reduce the commuter raffic to Orange County.

Public mestings are being held abour the
praject aheenatives, with two already held in
March. The CETAP: Riverside County to
Orange Couney Major [nvestmens Study pub-
i mectings this month are in San Juan Capis-
tano April 12, and in Lake Elsinote April 14.
See the RCTC website, www rcre org. for
details of locations and rimes.

Your Chambers Economic Development
Commitee meets on the fourdh Tucsday. at
7:30 2.m.. and his is a good place to stay on
1op of such vital issues
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Collaborative roads

So it’s encouraging that on

Wednesday Temeculasettleda
lawsuit against the Riverside
County Board of Supervisors
over building new roads in the
teeming French Valley corri-
dor. With state and loeal cof-
fers low on cash for road
construction, the deal makes
developers responsible for the
highway improvements their
new homes will necessitate:

Temecula filed suit in No-
vember 2003, arguing: that the
county's geéneral plan would
exacerbate congestion. The
plan let builders shoehorn new
subdivisions into unincorporat-
ed areas near the city without
first upgrading streets and
highways.

After 17 months, the city-
county deal fell in place Devel-
opers must complete road

axpayers seldom win when one government
agency sues another. But on occasion, only
legal action can spur government officials to
honor the public interest.

projects before residents are
allowed fo occupy new homes.
The mandate to widen high-
ways in advance should unclog
the congestion on freeway off-
ramps and aleng such thor-
oughfares as Winchester,
Scott and Clinton Keith roads.
The agreement incorpo-
rates long-range thinking, as
well. Temeeula and the county
will pay the Riverside County
Tr ansportaion Commission to
examine ways to align pop-
ulation growth with freeway
and highway construction in
the southwest county.
~ S0 long as housing in the
Inland region rernains afford-
able by Southern California
standards, new residents will
keep coming ~- and this settle-
ment offers a model of collabo-
ration and regional perspective.
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competitive disadvantage? That is the wrong
way to view a program that raises billions of
dollars for local transportation needs. If
& anything, Riverside County is well ahead of

neighboring counties in grappling with one of the
most crucial challenges facing Southern Caiifornia:

gridlock,

A city councilman in Cali-
niesa this week was the latest
public official to lament an 8.8

transportation fee, as part of
the extension in November of
that county’s Measure I trans-

percent  in- porta‘tion sales
Transporia. ANy perceived g jherease
itigaiion soe.  USA0VANIAGR S 3t ceived daisad
_The  levy, worst temp{)rary, worst tempo-
which is rary.

charged on new development
to help finance local and re-

gional transportation projects, -

is climbing to keep pace with
rising steel and conerete costs.
Building a home in Cali-
mesa does cost more than in
neighboring Yucaipa, which is
" in San Bernardino County and
not subject to the fee. But that
narrow view misses the big
picture.
First, San Bernardino Coun-
ty cities will soon impose a

Second, the fee ensures that
new growth pays a fair share
toward building and improving
roads, while allowing better

“long-term planning for streets,

highways, bridges and other
transit necessities.

Rathern than fretting that
other counties are pulling
ahead in development, River-
side County cities should be
asking why other counties lag
so far behind in funding crit-
ical transportation needs.



The Inland Em-

" pire achieved a du-
bious distinetion the
other day.

The Texas Trans-
portation Institute
elevated, if that's
the word, the re-

DAN gion into the list of
WALTERS e pation's five
SACRAMENTO

most traffic-con-
- gested areas and
it found itself in farmhar coimpany.
The adjacent Los Angeles region
{(including part of Orange and Ven-
tura counties) retained its long-
standing title as the nation’s most
congested and the Bay area contin-
ued in its No. 2 ranking.

Understanding California's dom-
inance of the traffic jam Sweepw
stakes doesn't take a degree in as-
trophysics. Simple math will do.

A decade ago, Californians were
operating just over 26 million regis-
tered vehicles Today more than 31
million vehicles (including 20.6' mil-
lion cars and 7.3 million trucks)
now call California horme.

That increase of 5 million vehi-
cies works out to more than 1,300

every 24 hours and roughly appro-
- mates the state’s paplation growth
during the period.

As more human beings are born
in or migrate to California, as the
economy continues to evolve into a
post-industrial mode, and as hous-
ing becomes more expensive, Cali-
fornians find themselves making
ever-longer automotive cornmutes.
And as rapidly as people and vehi-
. cles proliferate, therefore, automo-
¢ bile and truck traffic is gr owing
even faster.

BEE COLUMMNIST

Vehicular traffic has doubled in
California in the last fwo decades, a
period in which the overall pop-
ulation increased by perhaps 40
percent. More people, more cars
and much more driving, however,
are packed into a road and highway
system that has been expanding at
a snail's pace, thanks to short-
sighted political decision- -maling.

In an era when traffic is increas-

ing geometrically, those who ran foi’

office on promisés to take care of
the public’s needs have actually
been reducing the funds avaifable
for building new highways, main-
taining. the overstressed roadways
we already use or expanding mass

‘Why do" Californians tolerate
the diversion of billions of
dollars that are suppased to go
to improve and expand roads?

transit as an alternative to be-
hind-the-wheel travel. And we are
letting them get away with it.

A few years ago, when the state

‘was wallowing in dot-com dollars,

then-Gov. Gray Davis proposed to
divert a relative few of them into
“traffic congestion relief.” Thal was
a pretty good idea, even if the pro-
Jects chosen for financing were des-
ignated in the governoi's office,
rather than through the regular
planning process, and included sev-
eral with questionable ties, such as
an interchange to serve an Indian
gambling casine that had contrib-
uted substantially to Davis’ cam-
pdign fund.

A few of those few dollars were o
actnally spent before Davis and tha
Legislatuxe found themselves star- -
ing into a fiscal abyss (thanks to ..,
overspending the rest of the m':
dot-com windfall on permanent pig-

- grams and tax cuts). The remainipg

transportation dollars were quickly
diverted back into the general fuud—
to cover rapidly growing deficits, -; 38
many hundreds of millions of reguy,
lar gas tax funds suffered the same;
fate, and even after voters decreed '
that sales taxes on gasoline shoulqll
be spent on tr ansportation, those, .
dollars were also diverted. k

Davis' successor, Arnold Schwar—
zenegger, is making much of an in~
crease in transportation spendlng m
the 2004-05 budget, but the signif-
icance of the supposed boost fades
when one examines the fine print. -
The state will take another $1.2 bl
lion from the gasoline sales tax ;’;.;
while lepaymg $1.4 billion to the "
various highway accounts that had,”
been diverted previously, almost aii
of which would originate in pay- ![
ments from Indian gambling casi-,,
nos. In other words, slightly i 1mprov»~
ing transportation ﬁnancmg Is now;
dependent on Californians losmg
more money after driving to casi- .,
nos.

Transportation has slowed to a -
crawl to cover up politicians’ fool:sh
behavior — California is now dead -
last in per capita spending among g
the states — while the state suffers,:
from the nation’s worst traffic con—
gestion. .

Why do we Californians toler ate
this shell game while wasting counb«
less millions of hours of our lives

stuek in traffic?



