
STAFF REPORT 
 

 

MEETING DATE: June 24, 2026 
SUBJECT: Receive Legislative Update and Provide Direction Regarding Bill Positions 
AGENDA ITEM: 13 
STAFF CONTACT: Sean Tiedgen, Executive Director 

 
SUMMARY: 
The board of directors provided direction on various bills at the April board of directors meeting. Staff 
have participated in meetings and continue to track bills. A summary of the status of bills is provided, 
along with proposed positions to take. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
It is recommended that the board of directors receive an update on current legislative activities and 
provide direction to the executive director regarding proposed positions on various items.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
The board of directors approved several comment letters and provided direction to staff on comments to 
make regarding Senate Bill (SB) 1087, which seeks to modernize the SB375 planning process at the April 
meeting. The state legislative process is in full swing as bills move to the opposite house. Several bills being 
tracked have yet to be scheduled for hearings in committees or may be heard just before SRTA’s board 
meeting. Below is a status update of bills through June 18, 2026. Staff will provide further updates at the 
board meeting and seek input from the board regarding agency positions. 

• ACR 162 (Gallagher) – The Assembly and Senate have concurred in designating a portion of State 
Route 99 in Butte County as the Congressman Doug LaMalfa Memorial Highway.  

• Sustainable Aviation Fuel Tax Credit – Comments were provided. Still under debate between the 
state legislature and Governor as part of budget negotiations. State Senate committee voted to 
reject Governor’s SAF tax credit proposal. 

• SB 1087 (Cabaldon) – This bill seeks to modernize SB375 requirements related to the Sustainable 
Communities Strategy process for Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), oversight of the 
greenhouse gas (GHG) target setting process by the Air Resources Board, and minor changes to 
SB1 transportation funding programs. The executive director has sat in approximately 10 meetings 
on this topic since the April board meeting to provide input as a small MPO representative. The 
bill is scheduled to be heard on June 22, 2026, by the Assembly Transportation Committee. 
Amendments are anticipated, but no language has been published. Below is a status of the bill 
amendments today: 

o SCS Cycle: Move SCS planning process from four to eight years; new implementation 
report in intervening Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) cycle. 

o GHG Targets: Add a 2045 target year; targets remain focused on passenger vehicles and 
light-duty trucks and not on all vehicle types (new change). 

o SB 1 programs: removes requirement of comprehensive multimodal plans for Solutions 
for Congested Corridors program and adds language to ensure projects align with regional 
RTP/SCS. 



o Alignment with Caltrans State Highway Operations and Protection Program (SHOPP) – 
proposed language changes removed (new change). 

o Alternative Planning Strategy (APS) – If a region cannot meet its GHG target the MPO 
prepares an APS to show what would be needed to achieve it’s GHG target. Currently it is 
a separate document from the RTP. Now an APS would be part of the RTP, just like an SCS. 

o CEQA Exemption – Senate Environmental Committee requested CEQA exemptions for 
RTP/SCS be included. Cabaldon included in bill amendments in Senate, however, he 
announced last week he was removing as part of text being sent to Assembly Committees. 
(new change). 

▪ *Note – this is a significant change. Staff recommend the region advocate for this 
to come back. 

o CARB Accountability – the following requirements have been added: 
▪ Requires Regional Targets Advisory Committee, made up of MPOs, academics, 

industry, and others, to participate in oversight process related to CARB’s 
development of GHG targets for MPOs, including posting of data and assumptions. 

• *Note – Region should advocate for at least one representative from the 
“Small 6” MPOs being included on RTAC – Shasta, Butte, Tahoe, Monterey, 
Santa Barbara, and San Luis Obispo. 

▪ Requires CARB to make publicly available all data and assumptions to be used for 
target setting at least 60 days before draft targets are published for public review. 

▪ Requires CARB to conduct at least one public workshop in each MPO region during 
target setting process to hear from agencies and the public in affected region. 

▪ (new change) Refines CARB’s 60-day review process of MPO’s RTP/SCS to 
determine if it meets its GHG target: 

• CARB has up to 30 days to review initial documents and submit a letter to 
the MPO on whether the SCS is incomplete or if MPO failed to provide 
required information consistent with adopted guidelines. 

• If there is no issue, CARB completes review within 60 days. If CARB does 
provide a letter then MPOs have as much time as needed to respond. 

• CARB then has 30 additional days to review materials provided by MPO and 
make a final determination. If determination is not made within required 
timeframe, then MPO’s RTP/SCS is determined “approved.” 

• CalSTA – California Federal Surface Transportation Reauthorization Principles 
o The California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA) has prepared a letter outlining nine 

California priorities to share with Congress for the next federal surface transportation bill 
(see link) California Federal Surface Transportation Reauthorization Principles. CalSTA is 
asking for a broad coalition of agencies, organizations, and interest groups to sign on to 
the letter. 

o Staff reviewed the letter and find many good points surrounding safety, streamlining 
funding with a focus on formula funds, providing greater local flexibility, and maximizing 
opportunities for people to choose their preferred mode of transportation. However, the 
letter is silent regarding support for MPOs, and some state priorities do not reflect local 
priorities for the Shasta Region.  

o If desired, the board of directors could direct the executive director to sign on to the letter 
through the electronic portal. 

• BUILD America 250 Act 
o The House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee (T&I) released their draft of the 

next multi-year federal transportation bill, named the BUILD America 250 Act. 

https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/federal-liaison/documents/reauthorization-principles-v10-dd-apr2026-a11y.pdf


o The Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (AMPO) has prepared an 
informational set of slides summarizing the initial talking points for congressional 
representatives (see attachment). 

o Key provisions in the House T&I bill for MPOs and local agencies include the following: 
▪ Proposes significant reduction in competitive programs and shifts 90% of federal 

funding be within existing formula programs. 
▪ Local formula funding proposed to be increased by 30%. 
▪ National bridge program 

• requires 25% of funds allocated to each state to be set-aside for an in-state 
local competitive program.  

• requires 20% of funds to be for off-system local bridges. 

• 95% federal match/5% local match 
▪ MPOs with population less than 200k can now assist and apply for federal INFRA 

competitive grants. 
▪ Proposed 10% increase to FTA 5307 transit funds above current year. 
▪ Proposes 9.6% increase to MPO planning funds (note – with increase planning 

funds only represent 1% of total transportation funding provided through Federal 
Highway Administration); also decreases required local match from 20% to 10%. 

▪ New competitive program – Surface Transportation Accelerator Grant (STAG) 

• $2.4 billion annually with following breakdown: 
o 50% - local and regional grants 
o 25% - rural grants 
o 25% - urban grants 

 

ALTERNATIVES: 
The board of directors may request changes to various positions recommended or direct staff to prepare 
specific comment letters for future consideration. 
 
OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT: 
Staff continue to work with CalCOG member agencies as well as city, county, and Caltrans District 2 
partners for feedback on bills. Updates were provided to the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) on June 
10, 2026. 
 
FISCAL AND POLICY COMMITTEE: 
Staff provided a verbal update on legislative activities with the Fiscal & Policy Committee on June 15, 2026. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: 
There is no net fiscal impact to this action. However, various bills currently under consideration at the 
federal and state level have the potential to impact future agency operations or transportation project 
funding. 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Sean Tiedgen, AICP, Executive Director 
 
Attachment: AMPO BUILD America 250 Act Informational Slide Deck 
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